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LEMON GRASS

the plant apparently have some use.
The flower spike Is used in medicine
as a tonic and nerve stimulant, while
the dried flowers are used as sachets

in wardrobes. The plants send up
tall, slender stems with long, narrow
leaves placed oppositely on them.
The stem ends in a branched flower-
stalk, with the small tubular florets
bunched around the stern.

TYPES: The narrow-leafed type is
most generally used, but there is a
broad-leafed sort (Lavandula spica]
which is tenderer and must be given
winter protection.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
The narrow-leafed type grows in the
temperate regions but may kill out in
exposed places. The broad-leafed type
is grown in warmer regions, where
the ground does not freeze. Soils
must be well drained and preferably
the poorer types, such as the gravels
and sands, which are apt to be dry.
The soil should be well supplied with
lime. Limestone soils are well suited
for this plant. Rock gardens or stone
outcroppings are good locations. It
wants plenty of sunshine and a dry
soil, Under these conditions the yield
of Oil of Lavender is high. If the
plants grow too soft, as with too much
water or nitrogen, the yield of oil and
nectar is low.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: Seed may be
sown and, for small garden purposes,
will produce plants that grow satis-
factorily, but for the hobbyist who
wishes to grow the plants as a project,
the seed-sown plants will probably be
too variable in character and in oil-
content to make it a profitable busi-
ness. He probably would want to
select the better plants and propagate

from cuttings or get cuttings instead
of the seed. Cutting taken from one-
year-old wood or from the crowns
may be put directly into the soil.
Scions must be cut y> that there are
several buds en each and the stem
must be planted right side up, so that
the roots will form. The plants are
fairly easy to propagate as privets
are. Many privet hecbe* are started
merely by sticking a foot-Ions stem-
tip in the ground where the plant is
wanted, and in a year the plants will
be well started. Of course, if the top
growth kills of! during the winter, it
may be necessary to propagate the
plants in a protected place during the
cold season. The plants should be set
2 feet apart Growth that is too suc-
culent is mere susceptible to winter
killing. The new growth usually
comes up from the roots. When the
plants are in full bloom, the flowers
may be picked off and dried. The
best stage for harvesting the leaves is
after they are full grown but before
they have ceased to be active.

INSECTS A:STD DISEASES: As far as is
known these plants have no serious
pests. Aphids may cause some trouble
by collecting on the growing tips
around the flowers during late sum-
mer when the weather gets cooler. A
nicotine spray will kill them. Diseases
are not serious if the plants are grown
in their proper environment. If they
are grown with too much fertility and
water, they may develop some mildew
and other diseases.

Lemon Balm
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Lemon Grass

DESCRIPTION: Lemon grass is so
named because of its fragrance, wtuch